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Introduction. The people of the Mount Afadjato area in the Eastern Volta Region of Ghana initiated the first
community-managed forest reserve in the country. They are eager to identify medicinal species of conservation
importance and also to preserve indigenous knowledge and practices. This study identifies and documents
medicinal species of importance to several social groups (e.g. gender, age, and village) in the area.

Objectives. 1) To identify important medicinal plant species 2) To compare importance values and rankings
produced by eight different valuation techniques.

Methods. Over 2250 medicinal use reports were collected from surveys and interviews with 215 respondents
from five villages. Plant use importance value was estimated from frequency cited, number of respondents,
number of uses, respondents multiplied by uses, and four methods of informant consensus.

Results. Of 245 species named, the top twenty-five most important medicinal plants are identified by each
analysis method. A species’ relative importance value varies depending on both the analysis method used and
the social group reporting.

Conclusion. Estimation of plant importance is sensitive to both information collection and analysis methods.
Thus, researchers who aim to identify species of conservation priority or to document community knowledge of
plant uses should carefully consider both their analysis method and respondent pool in their study design.
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