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Introduction. This project has identified 157 culturally important plant species of the Winnebago Tribe of 
Nebraska.  For this work we developed a database of historical and current use of plants, and will have selected 
plants propagated to distribute among tribal members.  
 
Objectives. We are creating a database and herbarium that contains plants and information about their uses. 
Interviews are being conducted with tribal elders. Both of these are an effort to honor traditional knowledge of the 
Winnebago people and to expand the variety of plants they use in their lives.   
 
Methods. We have read and entered all the published information on the Winnebago ethnobotany into a 
database and computer files.  We have identified plants in the field to ascertain which of the historically useful 
plants still occur on the Reservation in northeast Nebraska.  We have recorded locations using a global-
positioning system unit of commonly useful plants in order to encourage use of plums, milkweed, chokecherries 
and other foods.   
 
Results. Of the 157 plant species used by the Winnebago historically, 96 were used for medicine, 54 we used for 
food, 19 were used for fiber or materials and 8 were used as dye plants.  The plants represent 54 families, with 
the Asteraceae being the largest family of use followed by Rosaceae at 19.   
 
Conclusion. Although their use on the Reservation is limited today, we hope that by providing educational 
materials about them, we can encourage the revitalization of plant use. 
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