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Summer Programs

China

Together with my colleague, Dr. Zhiwei Liu, we
are offering a study abroad course in ethnobotany
in China. The course was first offered in 2008.
Detailed information about the course is provided
on the Web site below. Briefly, we will spend three
weeks in China, visiting Guilin, several areas in
Hunan, and about four days in the Beijing area.
We will visit national parks and other natural
areas. We will also visit vegetable and tea markets,
traditional and modern pharmacies, farms, a tea
plantation, a tea processing facility, arboreta and
botanical gardens, historic sites, a cooking school,
and a medical school and clinic. In addition, we
will have several lectures on aspects of Chinese
usage of plants by Chinese faculty. It promises to
be an exciting trip.

http://www.ux1.eiu.edu/~zliu/ethnobot.htm

We welcome students (or other interested persons)
from other institutions. The course is offered
through EIU’s School of Continuing Education.
Transfer credit can be arranged. The program cost
is about $3,800 (USD), which includes airfare
from Chicago, and all transportation, admission
costs, hotel rooms, and two meals per day (students
generally will be responsible for evening meals).

Dr. Gordon C. Tucker getucker@eiu.edu
Associate Professor and Herbarium Curator
Dept. of Biological Sciences

Eastern Illinois University

600 Lincoln Ave.

Charleston, IL 61920-3099 U.S.A.

Phone: 217-581-6240

Univ. of Florida Study Abroad: Mérida, Mexico

The UF in Mérida program provides students
with an opportunity to take courses in ecology,
anthropology, and Spanish during the summer
session or for a semester or the academic year.
The program encourages integration into Spanish
life with daily interaction with Mexican families
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and Mexican university students. The academic
semester program is for advanced students fluent
in Spanish. The program incorporates partici-

pants into the academic life of the Autonomous
University of the Yucatdn. Classes are taken with
Mexican students as well as international students
from Japan, England, and other countries. The
semester courses include classes in subjects such
as Spanish-American literature, the history of
Mexico and the Yucatdn, Maya archaeology, Maya
language, and Mexican anthropology, along with
a class in academic spoken Spanish.

The 2009 Summer Program fee for undergraduate
and graduate levels, which is TBA, will include
tuition for nine credits, lodging and daily meals
with a host family, class excursions, orientation,
cost of instruction, international health insurance,
and medical emergency assistance.

SUMMER COURSE OFFERINGS

Courses: UF GPA & transfer credit total is nine
credits for undergraduates or six credits for
graduates.

PCB 4044 : General Ecology (5 transfer credits)
WIS 4941 : Wildlife Ecology (5 transfer credits)
ANT 4956 : Anthropology of the Yucatdn (5
UF credits)

ANT 4905 : Individual Work (1 UF credit)

SPN xxxx : Beginning, Intermediate or Advanced

level of Spanish (3 transfer credits)
All classes are taught in English, except for language
classes.

Eligibility: UF undergraduate students with GPA
greater than 2.0 (2.5 if CLAS or Business student).
Graduate students in Education, Latin American
Studies, and Anthropology are encouraged to
participate. No language requirement.

Contact Info: UFIC Study Abroad Advisor:
Hernando Zambrano: hzambrano@ufic.ufl.edu;
phone: 1-352-273-1508

Program Coordinators

Dr. Mark Brenner, Ecology: brenner@ufl.edu;
phone: 1-352-392-7226

Dr. Allan Burns, Anthropology: afburns@ufl.edu;
phone: 1-352-392-2230

Student Financial Aid: University of Florida stu-
dents needing financial aid should apply through
UF Student Financial Affairs (SFA). Non-UF
students needing financial aid must apply to their
home institutions.

Academic Credits: As thisisa UF program, credits
taken can satisfy major, minor, and university
requirements with prior approval. UF GPA credit
will be granted for courses taken with UF faculty.
Transfer credit will be earned with courses taught
by Universidad Auténoma de Yucatdn professors.

Application deadline is March 6, 2009. Applica-
tions are considered on a space-available basis, so
please apply early, online at www.abroad.ufic.ufl.
edu. Fees due upon application include a manda-
tory $250 nonrefundable deposit toward the total
cost of the program. The remaining fees are due
no later than 30 days before departure. Students
receiving financial aide may defer payment until
their financial aid disperses. Not included in the
program fees are round-trip airfare, additional
personal travel and personal expenses.
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New Research Center

continued from page 12

items, these materials allow them to follow the
uses of a plant through the centuries and, at the
same time, detect transformations in the uses of
that plant. For instance, from a certain moment
on, a different part of a plant is used, which,
due to different active components, has a differ-
ent therapeutic action, or perhaps the method

of administration of a plant is transformed or

changed, allowing for a better extraction of the
active principles, possibly without the side effects
present in other methods of extraction.

Touwaide and Appetiti conduct research on these
records and on the knowledge they contain, but
also encourage more study so that a new genera-
tion of scientists can take part. While they focus
on the Mediterranean traditions (of which they
are world-renown specialists), they hope to apply
their methods to other traditions. Touwaide and
Appetiti hope to study plant use in a compre-
hensive way and to compare different traditions,
thus providing medical research with insights for
discoveries and enriching people’s knowledge of
the ancient uses of plants.

For more information, visit the Institute’s Web
site: medicaltraditions.org.

THE SOCIETY OF
ECONOMIC BOTANY
CELEBRATES
50 YEARS

JOIN US
May 31 - June 4, 2009

College of Charleston
Charleston, South Carolina

http://www.econbot.org

Jobs

We list jobs at www.econbot.org. Click on News
in the menu bar, then Opportunities.

GRADUATE RESEARCH ASSISTANT
Graduate Study in Forest Productivity and Bio-
mass/Biofuels, Dept. of Natural Resource Ecology
and Management, Oklahoma State University.

The Dept. of Natural Resource Ecology and Man-
agement, Oklahoma State University is seeking
qualified individuals to work on a research project
in “Forest Productivity and Biomass/Biofuels.” The

position will be filled at the Ph.D. or MS level.

RESEARCH AREA: Trees have enormous potential
to serve as a feedstock for biofuel production in
the south-central United States and offer a more
energy efficient and carbon neutral source of
biofuels than traditionally produced agricultural
commodities. Understanding the potential pro-
ductivity and mechanisms related to tree growth
is essential to manage forests as a source of biofuel
feedstock as well as traditional forest commodities.
The successful candidate will conduct studies on
genetically improved loblolly pineand cottonwood
to determine the effects of stand density, inter-
specific competition, and fertility on stand-level
growth and the biological mechanisms related to
productivity. Study sites will be in southeastern
Oklahoma. The potential exists for multi-state
collaboration and use of additional study sites
in Louisiana. The student will do coursework
at Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK.
Information regarding Oklahoma State and the
Dept. of Natural Resource Ecology and Manage-
ment can be found at nrem.okstate.edu.

STIPEND: A graduate research assistantship of
$17,500 for Ph.D. or $15,500 for MS is available
annually fora half-timeappointment. Benefitsin-
clude tuition waiver and student health insurance.

TENTATIVE START DATE: Aug. 1, 2009

DESIRABLE QUALIFICATIONS: BS and/or MS in
forestry, plant biology, or related degree. If ap-
plicable, a minimum grade point average of 2.70
(A =4.00) and acceptable GRE scores are required.

AprPLICATION PROCEDURE: Interested individuals

should contact one of the following:

e Dr. Rodney Will (rodney.will@okstate.edu),
008C Agricultural Hall, Stillwater, OK 74078
405-744-5444

* Dr. Tom Hennessey (tom.hennessey@okstate.
edu), 008C Agricultural Hall, Stillwater, OK
74078, 405-744-5443

¢ Dr. Charles Tauer (chuck.tauer@okstate.edu);
008C Agricultural Hall, Stillwater, OK 74078,
405-744-5462.
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PROGRAMME OFFICER,

SPECIES PROGRAMME

‘Work PERCENTAGE: 100%

Durty STATION: Species Programme, Red List Unit,
Cambridge, UK

EXPECTED START DATE: As soon as possible
DURATION: Two years with possibility of extension
FunctioN Group: P1 in the [UCN classification
system

REePORTING To: Red List Manager/Red List Pro-
gramme Officer

BACKGROUND

‘The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™ is con-
sidered the world’s most authoritative source of
information on the global conservation status of
species and is widely used to underpin decision-
making for conservation action. The TUCN
Red List is the result of a massive data gathering
and data management exercise conducted by an
extensive partnership. The work is coordinated
by the IUCN Species Programme, and carried
out by members of the IUCN Species Survival
Commission (SSC), IUCN members, and other
partner organizations.

SSC is the largest of IUCN’s six volunteer Com-
missions with a global membership of over 7,000
experts. Comprising scientists, field researchers,
government officials, and conservation leaders
worldwide, the SSC plays a major role in species
assessments.

The IUCN Species Programme is developinga new
approach to Red List training involving several
staff in the Programme and in collaboration with
TUCN’s Learning and Leadership Unit; this post
will play a pivotal role in that team. The Species
Programme supports the SSC’s red listing activities
by providing tools, training, and organizational
support for Red List assessments. In addition
to this as well as managing Red List data and
ensuring the Red List Web site is updated on a
regular basis, the Species Programme’s Red List
Unit also advises other organizations involved in
regional and national Red List compilation, and
contributes to developing tools to broaden the
uses of the [UCN Red List.

The Red List Unit processes thousands of assess-
ments every year. The unit also regularly receives
requests for Red List training and is actively
involved in training and assessment workshops.
As a result of increasing demands on the Red List
Unit, an opportunity has arisen for a Programme
Officer to help deliver the products and services
provided by the unit. This post will work in close
association with other members of the Species
Programme involved in training.




This center has been created to systematically
collect, preserve, and explore traditional
knowledge of medicinal plants. Alain Tou-
waide and Emanuela Appetiti recently
founded this non-profit 501(c)(3) center,
which is hosted by the Smithsonian Institu-
tion, where Touwaide serves as Historian
of Sciences and Appetiti serves as Scientific
Program Specialist in the Nat'l Museum of
Natural History.

The Institute examines the written record of
ancient medical uses of plants. Experiential
discoveries of plant use, transmitted orally
for thousands of years, were written down at
some point in time by several populations.
The knowledge was then transmitted from
generation to generation through writing.
While many such written records have
been destroyed over time, thousands have
survived. Most of these unique, fragile, and
irreplaceable remains of the human medical
experience are now kept in libraries across
the world. However carefully preserved they
might be, they are exposed to unavoidable
damage, and are not easily accessible even

to scholars. The handwriting within these
documents is difficult to decipher, and their
information needs to be properly understood
and interpreted.

Touwaide and Appetiti have designed a re-
search strategy to make it possible to study this
ancient documentation and to reconstruct
the knowledge it contains. Their strategy is
articulated in three major programs. The first
program aims to locate relevant documents
in libraries across the world, to inventory
and identify them, and to reproduce them
digitally. The second program deals with
the texts contained by these documents;
they are digitized and transformed from
often-undecipherable writing into a machine
format. In the third program, information
about the medicinal uses of plants is extracted
from the text, reformatted in a standardized
way, and put in databases.

Furthermore, Touwaide’s and Appetiti’s re-
search strategy makes it possible to investigate
medical uses of plants by the medical condi-
tions themselves (instead of by the plants

New Research Center: Institute for the Preservation of Medical Traditions

used) and to identifyall the natural substances
used to treat such conditions, with the pos-
sible reduction or expansion of the range of
products used over time and the possible
differences in the way of administering such
substances. They have already successfully
applied this research strategy to such plantsas
rue (Rutasp.) and broccoli (Brassica oleracea),
and to the medical conditions of the kidney
and the urinary tract.

Over the pastdecades, Touwaide and Appetiti
have acquired more than 250,000 images
of ancient Greek manuscripts (including
volumes with plant representations), more
than 50,000 images of 15" and 16 century
printed books with botanical illustrations,
several thousand pages of ancient Greek texts,
and have developed a collection of databases
containing the information from these texts
(the database on the medicinal uses of plants
in Antiquity currently containsabout 15,000
items). Together with resources from their
own research library (aptly named Historia
Plantarum), which contains over 12,000

Continued on page 11
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